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Odontolabis siva
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0. bellicosa and'O: siva!look- similar.
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Odontolabis siva is a great beginner
beetle. It is Taiwan’s largest stag beetle, with
males capable of exceeding 90 mm. It is tol-
erant of heat. It can propagate even in 30°C.
0. siva is easy to breed. Flake soil alone can
get a female to oviposit over 100 e
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Odontolabis siva ™
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In the wild, O. siva adults begin to occur
in May. Their numbers peak in July and August.
They continue to occur even in November and
December, but with very small numbers and
most are females. Both flake soil and fermented
decayed wood flakes with fine particle size can
be used as substrate for females to oviposit. The
5 cm should be tightly compacted. The

depth of the substrate should be at least 12 cm,

bottom 5

though 15 cm is ideal. The egg duration is about
30 days. After larvae are harvested, rear them
individually. A key point to rearing Odontolabis
larvae is never to do a complete substrate change.
When Odontolabis larvae are offered decayed
wood, they pulverize it and paste the flakes onto
the walls of their tunnels along with excrement.
They wait for the wood flakes to ferment before
consuming them slowly. If a complete substrate
change is performed, all the larvae’s efforts are
wasted. Some larvae may even die of shock. As
a result, when performing a substrate change for
Odontolabis larvae, make sure only the bottom
half of the substrate is removed. Procedures are
as follows:
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Odontolabis females oviposit in flake soil. 0. som-

meri. Indonesia
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Massive O. burmeisteri larva. 0. burmeisteri head capsule no smaller than those
of giant rhinos.
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Remove the larva and all the substrate from the rearing container.
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2. Return the top half of the substrate to the container and pack with pressure.
[ 3. Make a hole on the surface of the substrate and put the larva in it.
4

. Place on the surface a piece of moist middle decayed wood about 5 times the

‘ volume of the larva.

Add new substrate to the container and pack with light pressure.

o

6. Perform a substrate change every 3-4 months.
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Pllpdl cocoons can bg pILI\Ld out of the substrate
very easily
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Whm opening a pupal cocoon, never open
more than 1/4 of it and the best place to do so
is directly above the head. If you remove more
than 1/4, the pupa will not be able to turn over
during eclosion,
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Odontolabis siva ™
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Pupa of 0. burmeisteri. Live specimen provided
by Ralf Lin
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0. burmem‘en shortly after eclosion. Live specimen
provided by Ralf Lin

Larval duration is anywhere from 8§
months to nearly three years. Most female lar-
vae begin pupal cell construction 8-12 months
after hatching. Most male larvae begin pupal
cell construction 10-14 months after hatching.
The pre-pupa period varies from 1-6 months.
Most larvae take 2-3 months. The pupa period
is 1-2 months. New adults stay inactive for 4-9
months. If a pupal cell is opened for observa-
tion, make sure the new adult is buried in at
least 10 cm of moist substrate later. Adults that
eclose in spring may become active in fall.
Adults that eclose in fall normally do not be-
come active until next summer. Once active,
adults live 6-10 months.
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