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Golofa eacus and G. porteri can ovi-
posit up to 150 eggs. Females will oviposit
in both flake soil and fermented decayed
wood flakes. Egg duration is 20-30 days.
Larvae grow well on fermented decayed
wood flakes. Golofa larvae burrow a lot
in the substrate, often leaving tracks on the
surface. Depth of substrate should be 15-
20 c¢m, or larvae may not be able to make
a pupal cell. Most G. eacus larvae pupate
6-10 months after hatching, with occasional
males taking 18 months. G. porteri females
begin pupation 6 months after hatching.
Males take 12-18 months. Pre-pupa period
for Golofa is about 14 days. Pupa period is
30-40 days. New adults stay inactive for 45-
60 days. Once active, adults live about 60
days. The ideal temperature range for Golo-

fa beetles is 19-22°C.

Allomyrina pfeifferi is a mini rhinoc-
eros beetle. They frequently rub their abdo-
men against elytra to make squeaky sounds.
Because they are minute, they have a short
life cycle. Egg duration is 14 days. L1 lasts
about 14 days. L2 lasts about 28 days. L3
lasts about 161 days. The pre-pupa period
is about 15 days. The pupa period is about
40 days. Larvae can be fed either flake soil
or fermented decayed wood flakes. Females
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Wang Kun-tai
lay 30-40 eggs.

Xylotrupes gideon can be found
throughout Southeast Asia. Because many
populations exist on islands, X. gideon
contains at least 15 subspecies. There are 5
additional species in this genus. 7 varieties
are commonly kept in captivity: X. g. suma-
traensis from Sumatra, X. g. beceri and X.
beckeri from West Malaysia, X. beckeri in-
termedius from Borneo, X. g. philippinen-
sis, X. florensis, and X. pubescens from
Philippines. They don’t have a long life cy-
cle. L1 lasts about 21 days. L2 lasts about 28
days. L3 lasts about 7 months. The pre-pupa
period is about 21 days. The pupa period
is about 28 days. New adults stay inactive
for 30-45 days. Once active, adults can live

« R R 1 51 25 T #8380 mm - 2005
X. g. sumatraensis can exceed 8 cm.
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X. beckeri. Dried specimen provided by Insect
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L3 Xylotrupes gideon larvae. Notice how hairy
these larvae are.
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Third instar Strategus
antaeus larvae. Photo
by McMonigle

over 6 months. Females can oviposit up to
120 eggs. Larvae can be fed either flake soil
or fermented decayed wood flakes.

Strategus antaeus from the United
States is very particular about where they
oviposit. It took Mr. McMonigle years to
figure out how to get them to lay eggs. First,
obtain a breeding container at least 40 by 20
by 20 cm. Second, fill the container with a
mixture of 60% fine white sand and 40%
soil until at least 15 cm deep. Keep the mois-
ture level normal. Third, place some moist
crushed dead leaves in each of four corners.
Fourth, plant two to three grasses in the sub-
strate. The female may pull dead leaves into
the substrate during oviposition. Eggs of this
species should not be harvested or they may
not hatch. One month after the female dies,
the larvae can be harvested. Larva can be fed
flake soil (or fermented decayed wood flakes

with high degree of decay) mixed with 30%
decayed leaves. Larvae become adults in one
year. Females can lay over 100 eggs.

Although Strategus aloeus and S. an-
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Major Eupatorus gracilicornis pupa. The larvae
of this species look very similar to the larvae
of the Genus Chalcosoma and can be reared just
like them. Photo by McMonigle
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Major Eupatorus gracilicornis pupa. Photo by Mc-
Monigle

taeus belong to the same genus, their breed-
ing needs are completely different. The
former can be treated almost like regular
rhinoceros beetles. The only difference is
30% crushed decayed or dead leaves should
be mixed into the breeding substrate. After
hatching, larvae can be fed only flake soil,
but best to mix in 10% crushed decayed or
dead leaves. Egg duration is 14-16 days. L1
lasts 21-25 days. L2 lasts about 50 days. For
a 50-mm body, S. aloeus has a very long
pre-pupa and pupa period, which is about 75

days combined. S. aloeus can lay over 100

eggs.

BT RAN A AR - BREEERE
Major E. gracilicornis spreading wings. Photo by
McMonigle




