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Dynastes granti ‘

[ first knew about the existence of this
species in 1993. In 1994, I had the opportu-
nity to get in touch with a collector in Arizo-
na. He told me that there was a waitlist and
[ was 6th on it. With his speed of collecting
two to three pairs per summer, I might have
to wait until 1996 to get my pair. I was dis-
appointed, but could only wait. (Now think-
ing about it, it’s unbelievable that one of the
most readily available species in today’s pet
beetle market back then required a wait of
two years.) In 1995, the collector told me
that it was a good season and he had already
collected my female. He was only waiting
for a male to fly to his mercury lamp. One
day he called and I thought he had collected
amale. He said a male did fly to his lamp but
a skunk took it as soon as it landed. The 1995
season ended and I only received a female.
It later proved that she never mated because
none of her eggs hatched. The good news
was, | had become first on the waitlist. In
late July of 1996, I finally received my first
ever D. granti pair. I nervously opened the
packaging, with the fear that they might have
died during shipping. I was overwhelmed
when I saw them safe and sound. Although
the male had a lame right middle leg, it was

later proven that it would not affect mating.
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7 ZIFREHE R B SR ER D. granti may have the longest egg du-
. ' HYAEAFEIVE » THIRAEE EH L ration of any rhinoceros beetles. A. dichoto-
; 4 /DRION - IRBOIEAIRES » 205HE7 ma eggs hatch out in ten days. The fastest D.
- HYSAINEEE  B1RgEI0RES granti egg takes 30 days and there are very

Wt 3RISEB AL BBTES few such eggs. Most of them take 60 days
WA —ERY s EENIE to hatch. Some take up to five months. The
SIEE T B - T RSB fg% record so far is seven months. According to
P 1= e pULY

B9 SR I% - TRISTE B A (ST data, onl.y one out of twenty D. grafm eggs
KT - hatches in one month. Three out of twenty

hatch in five months. At first, I was very un-

WALl B A sk used to the unusually long incubation peri-
& T

% - 4% SRGBENEASE B od. But as it turned out, A. dichotoma’s egg

duration is on the short side.
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Soft decayed wood completely invaded by the
=oots of another plant. Decayed wood like this
~annot be used to culture rhinoceros or stag
seetles as they have very little or no nutritional

alucs.

Dynastes granti '

D. granti larvae are much pickier than
A. dichotoma larvae about the substrate.
While A. dichotoma thrives on as many as

six types of decayed vegetation, D. granti
only grows well on decayed vegetation with
a high degree of decay. If offered improper
substrate, L1 and L2 stages will be much
prolonged; L3 larvae will not gain weight
and eventually become minor adults or die.

High quality decayed vegetation with
a high degree of decay such as flake soil is
difficult to collect in the wild. As soon as a
piece of hard decayed wood becomes soft
decayed wood, it is invaded by the roots of
nearby plants. By the time the soft decayed
wood becomes flake soil, its nutrients have
been depleted by the roots. If you take a sniff

of the flake soil, a scent of ammonia can be

detected. If such flake soil is used to rear any
larva, the outcome is death. Unless the col-
lected substrate has not lost its nutrients to

| G- ESTic: imfaa. & o HL{EBAR R = 58
TE2 3 AR HERRR TR B BERIAL & - 1996
Young L3 Dynastes granti larva. This larva molted
less than two days ago. The head capsule is still
bright red. The color of a mature head capsule is
dark brown.
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Cover with a lid or plastic
sheet. Due to heat genera-
tion, the underside of the

plastic sheet is filled with
vapor.

other opportunistic plants, you might as well
not use it at all. If quality decayed vegeta-
tion with a high degree of decay is difficult
to collect in the wild, what’s the solution?
Make it yourself. Procedures are as follows:

1. Obtain hard decayed wood, middle de-
cayed wood, or soft decayed wood.
Pulverize it. Soft decayed wood can be
crumbled by hand. If in small quantities,
hard and middle decayed wood can be
hammered and pulverized by a blender.
If in large quantities, it is best to use a
chipper. The finer the flakes the better.

. Put at least five liters of wood flakes
into a plastic or Styrofoam container and
make sure the flakes are at least 5 cm
deep. If the depth is less than 5 cm, use a
smaller container.

. Make the humidity of the substrate iden-
tical to that suitable for rearing larvae.
Add flour that is roughly 10% the volume
of the substrate. Mix thoroughly. (Do not
overdose with flour.)
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12 3. BPIARIBHIRE N ZE { A GE= 3 - 4. Cover the container with a lid or plastic
S F—5 » 2B INA Kk H” RNEBERE sheet with ventilation holes. The purpose
10%HI5EEY - o BEER Q(@ﬁ is to trap heat and exclude pests.
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mix the substrate once a day. Three weeks

g I ) o later, the odor should subside, marking the
s — KBt - FIRBESGERE & e o =
end of fermentation. If foul odor persists,

l\:(si —: f s TLJ Onlobatiy too much flour was added. Mix the substrate
cm EERRK - RKFVE T BI0RBR &J}Lf% a few times a day. With patience, odor will
E 2 B - WREBRMEAET T RHEARR subside one day. Before the foul order di-
"R - 3EHEHAR - RERREZAEGE minishes, the substrate must not be offered

= WIS RESERE - BVE REERER to larvae. After fermentation, the substrate

en- = EE R TR B IIAZ T - 5E(E becomes darker in color and softer in tex-
ae. EENEEF BRI R - HEg ture. If the color is dark brown, flake soil
me S0 1'} KA —EEEE - AR has been produced. If tbe‘: color is. still light
not =2 SH AT - IR R T L A brown, another round of fermentation can be

performed. High quality flake soil can easily
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produce major D. granti. The mechanism
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behind flour fermentation is that nutrients
such as flour allow the microorganisms liv-
ing in the substrate to grow exponentially.
With more organisms, the decayed wood
flakes break down faster.

From hatching to becoming L3, D.
granti takes 120 days. However, if kept in
improper substrate, it will take longer. It
takes another 60 days to achieve maximum
weight. From this point to pupation takes an-
other 12-14 months. From egg to eclosion,
D. granti takes two years. This makes A
dichotoma’s life cycle look short. Although
two years seem long, some species of rhi-
noceros beetles take three or more years to
complete their life cycle. However, one thing
is worth pointing out. Adults of tropical spe-
cies occur year round. This means if differ-
ent generations are kept, the hobbyist would
be able to enjoy seeing adult beetles all year.
Back in the 90’s, D. granti pupated between
April and August. But after more than a de-
cade of domestication, our D. granti now
pupates year round. The pre-pupa period
lasts about 20 days. The pupa period lasts
about 30 days. If the rearing environment is
below 20°C, both periods will extend. New
adults stay inactive for about 30 days. Once
active, adults live 2-3 months. Females can
oviposit more than 100 eggs.

Most D. granti adults are grey, al-

though a few are cream yellow. The spots on

their elytra are ever changing; no two adults
share the same pattern. Some have many
spots; some are spotless; some have only a
few spots; some have big spots; some have
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The base of the thoracic horn starts to inflate.

Dynastes granti pre-pupa very close to pupation.
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Both horns are now completely formed! The adult working his way out of the pupal skin.
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The color of the pupa darkens to brick red. He is now completely out of the pupal skin. His
hind wings are very small now and need to be
spread.
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A month after pupation the adult is ready to The wings have been spread. The adult is waiting

eclose. for them to harden.
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e A L AIBERS - (B EERTE
The adult getting ready to fold his wings under i
the elytra. A week later the spots on the elytra can be con-

pal skin. . s et
‘ spicuously seen. However, there is still no trace

of white.

e 37 "B H ZAYIHES - 52 mm - 2003
The wings have been folded. Female few days after eclosion.
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= 1 The elytra become dark brown and if you look

carefully, you can see spots on them.

12K %

12 days later the elytra s
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‘Three.weeks laterithe thoraxiand elytrafinally,
show,white:
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You cannot hnd two Dynastes granti individuals (mmtu D\na\rcs granti. Live \puumxn provided by
with the same spot pattern. Chang Jing-chou.
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Dynastes hercules is not just my fa-
vorite rhinoceros beetle. Of the one million
insect species, the Hercules beetle has been
and will always be my favorite insect. I am
sure many people hold the same view. Ever
since I saw a picture of it in a children’s
book when I was nine, I vowed to rear it one
day. It took 12 years to realize that dream.

D. hercules is truly special. Its horns are

absolutely spectacular. Other than its cousin

Dynastes neptunus, no other insect in the




