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Euchirus longimanus. Dried specimen provided by Lee Buo-hao
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Long-arm Scarabs b

Long-arm scarabs don’t grow horns,
but their massive body, versatile colors, and
impressive forelegs have got many hobby-
ists mesmerized. The long-arm scarabs be-
long to the Subfamily Euchirinae. There are
three genera: Euchirus, Cheirotonus, and
Propomacrus. The biggest of them all is
Euchirus longimanus, which is capable of
exceeding 85 mm. The Genus Cheirotonus
contains the most species. Species in this
genus have metallic shines ranging from
violet to green on the pronotum. Their elytra
also have varying degree of orange patterns.
However, not all long-arm scarabs are huge.
Propomacrus bimucronatus from Eurasia
and P. davidi from China usually don’t ex-

ceed 50 mm.
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Long-arm Scarabs

Rz YRERE & - 45 mm %39 mm - 2008
Propomacrus davidi mating. Photo by Willy Chang
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Propomacrus davidi. Female long-arm scarabs lack “long
arms.” Photo by Willy Chang
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"B i - 2007 - JE# P2 it
Male Cheirotonus jasoni pupa. Live specimen 1 y
provided by Ralf Lin Male Cheirotonus jasoni pupa. Protrusion on

pronotum disappears at eclosion. Live specimen
provided by Ralf Lin

The ideal temperature range is 22-25°C, but 28°C does not seem to bother P. bimucro-
natus. Long-arm scarabs will oviposit in both flake soil and fermented decayed wood flakes
with fine particle size. Euchirus and Propomacrus females easily oviposit over 100 eggs.
Cheirotonus females oviposit 70-80 eggs. Egg duration is about 30 days. Best feed for lar-
vae is fermented decayed wood flakes. Flake soil can be used to rear larvae, but fermented
decayed wood flakes grow bigger larvae. For the large species, larvae usually become adults
15-24 months after hatching. However, about 10% of larvae become adults within one year.
Some individuals may take up to three years to eclose. The pre-pupa period is about 30 days.
The pupa period is about 60 days. New adults stay inactive for 2-4 months. Once active, adults
can live 6-8 months.
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Propomacrus bimucronatus have
a very short life cycle. If mated, adults die
within a month. If not mated, adults can live
2-4 months. Eggs hatch within 30 days. Lar-
val duration is 6-8 months. New adults stay
inactive for 7-10 days. From the onset of pu-
pal cell construction to becoming adult and

laying eggs only takes 2.5 months.

When rearing larvae of large long-arm
scarabs, the depth of the substrate should
be at least 12 cm, with 15 cm being ideal.
Large pupal cells can reach 10 cm in length
and some are positioned vertically. If the
substrate is too shallow, the larva may pu-
pate on the surface, dramatically increasing
the chance of deformity and death.

3 » f © 2006 - FRIE(HE
Male and female C. jasoni pllde Photo by Willy
Chang
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Propomacrus bunuuormtus in pupal cells.
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Male 1’1 opomacrus bimucronatus.
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