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Small male mating with large female.
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Dynastes tityus has a rather extensive
distribution. It can be found in the entire
eastern and southeastern United States and
as west as eastern Texas. However, the num-
ber of D. tityus collected each summer is
less than that of D. granti. The main reason
is that all the populations of D. granti are
concentrated in a very small area, making
them very easy to find.

In the wild, D. tityus adults occure from
late May to mid July, after which they disap-
pear. However, wild adults live to November
in captivity. A. dichotoma exhibits the same
trend. It disappears from the wild in late
June, but lives well into August in captivity.
The phenomenon is also true with various
species of rhinoceros beetles. Why is it that
these beetles can live a much longer life in
captivity but disappear in the wild? The key
lies in flight. Most wild rhinoceros beetles
lose their ability to fly within two weeks of
being collected. Perhaps two weeks of time
is sufficient for them to find mates and suit-
able breeding ground in the wild. Once they
can no longer fly, finding food becomes a
problem and they die shortly after. But in
captivity, there is never a shortage of food
and the beetles live on.
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1 Female with numerous spots. Female with few spots.
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D. tityus begins to oviposit in tree cavi-
ties in June. In captivity, it oviposits in flake
soil equally well. Egg duration is 18-28 days
under 20-25°C. Substrate ranging from natu-
ral decayed wood flakes to high-decay flake
soil can be used to rear larvae. L1 stage lasts
about 21 days. L2 stage lasts about 42 days.
Most larvae begin pupal cell construction in
the following August to October. However,
some may do so even earlier or later. Pre-
pupa period is 18-21 days. Pupa period is
30-35 days. In the wild, new adults eclose
in fall, but remain inactive in the pupal cell
until the following May to June. Because
the temperature in captivity is often above
18°C, new adults may become active too
soon. Adults without “hibernation” often lay
no eggs or only infertile eggs; some even die

within a month. Proper “hibernation” time
is 4-6 months. The best way is to bury new
adults in substrate at least 10 cm a month
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A group ot captive-bred D. tityus. Photo by Orin McMonigle
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D. tityus a few days after eclosion. Photo by Willy D. tityus a few days after eclosion. Photo by Willy
Chang Chang
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Absolutely enormous D. tityus. Photo by Willy
Chang
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D. tityus ten days after eclosion. Photo by Willy
Chang
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D. tityus ten days after eclosion. Photo by Willy Chang
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