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Lucanus swinhoei. Taiwan.
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Lucanus males lnd \u)luuuun males lool\ very different. Left two are Lucanus.
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Of the stag beetles in the third group,
hobbyists are most likely to encounter those
in the Genera Lucanus, Neolucanus, and
Odontolabis. Male adults from these three
genera look very different. Lucanus males
have head protrusions that look like ears and
most have gaudy mandibles. Only a few
species in the Genus Odontolabis have truly
spectacular mandibles. Males in the Genus
Neolucanus almost never develop mandi-
bles longer than the pronotum. Males in this
genus are also known for their round body
shape. However, females from these three
genera look very similar, because they all
lay eggs in flake soil. They all have special-
ized forelegs for digging, thick mandibles,
and a thick body.
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Odontolabis imperialis. Live specimen provided by
Wu Shih-yuan
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Odontolabis gazella.
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Odontolabis larvae almost look
strange. They have a huge abdomen. Neolu-
canus larvae also have a big abdomen, but
not as exaggerated as that of Odontolabis.
Lucanus larvae look just like any other stag
beetle larvae. However, the larvae of these
three genera share something in common.
They all have the ability to produce warn-
ing sounds by rubbing their hind legs against

middle legs.

NPT e ME ST 8% - 36 mm © 2003

Odontolabis kazuhisai.
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Odontolabis, Lucanus, and Neolucanus females all look very similar.

Lucanus larvae, like rhinoceros beetle
larvae, make a pupal cell by compressing the
substrate around them into an oval shape and
the cell frequently comes in contact with the
container wall. However, Odontolabis and
Neolucanus larvae usually make cocoon-
like pupal cells that do not touch the con-
tainer wall. These cells are specialized cells
made with excrement and saliva. And larvae
can only make it once. If the cocoon cell is
lightly damaged, the larva might be able to
fix it. If the cell is crushed, the larva will not
be able to make another one and most likely
die from exhaustion. Because these cells
usually don’t come in contact with the con-
tainer wall, hobbyists often don’t notice their
existence until during substrate change.

[f you want to open a cocoon cell to ob-
serve the eclosion process, you must make
sure that the larva has already become im-
mobile. It is best not to open a cell within

-/
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| PLl'p:‘ll cell of Neolucanus nmxi.n.zus. Ll\'c; rs‘pc;‘imcn EFE

provided by Ralf Lin

two months of discovering it. After two
months, use a small razor or the like to very
gently scrape one of the ends of the cell un-

til a small opening is achieved. If what you
see is a larva, bury the cell back in the sub-
strate. If what you see is a pupa, the cell can
be opened a little bit more. It is important
not to open more than 1/5th of the cell and
only the portion above the head of the pupa

should be removed. Keep the cell half bur-

| Scrape out an opening with great care. Live ied in the substrate to retain moisture. The
specimen provided by Ralf Lin opening should be covered with a piece of

kitchen wrap.

< ERAE j HH YA Bl S - 50 mm
2006 - 7EHE :
Newly LLI()\Ld Nealmmms maximus in pupal cell. Live

specimen provided by Ralf Lin
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