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D. antaeus female. Lln spccimcn provided by
Dai Wei-yu

D. antaeus and D. curvidens also
differ in breeding behavior. Whereas D.
curvidens prefers hard decayed wood, D.
antaeus prefers middle decayed wood. D.
curvidens oviposits near the surface of the
decayed wood. In the region where the de-
cayed wood meets the substrate, D. antae-
us chews up the wood and oviposits in the
flakes produced. Following is recommended
breeding tank setup:

1. Compress 10 cm of fermented decayed
wood flakes at the bottom of the con-
tainer.

o

. Place two middle decayed wood on the
surface of the substrate.

3. Add regular decayed wood flakes until
the logs are 2/3rd covered.

D. antaeus is capable of laying more
than 100 eggs. Interestingly, for its size, D.
antaeus produces very tiny eggs. But these
eggs eventually become giant larvae over 40
grams. Eggs take about 21-30 days to hatch.
After hatching, some larvae burrow into de-
cayed wood. The best time to retrieve the
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Females chew middle decayed wood into flakes

to oviposit.

larvae is two months after the female was
placed in the breeding tank. At this time
most larvae are second instar. However, the
presence of eggs is possible. Larvae can be
reared with fermented decayed wood flakes
or kinshi bottles. On average, larvae reared
with kinshi bottles become bigger adults.
1-L3 takes 3-5 months. Most male larvae
pupate 10-16 months after hatching. Some
males take up to 20 months. Female larval
duration 6-12 months. Both pre-pupa period
and pupa period are 21-35 days. New adults
stay inactive for 1-3 months after eclosion.
Allow new adults to become active for at
least 6 months before breeding. Once active,
adults live 18-36 months.

Because D. antaeus is found in moun-
tainous regions 1000-2000 meters above
sea level, it is intolerant of heat. The ideal
temperature rage is 20-24°C. This species
is definitely not recommended for the en-
vironment that reaches 30°C. Larvae with a
maximum weight of 39 grams may become
80-mm adults. Female larvae with a maxi-
mum weight of 17 grams may become 50-

mm adults.
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Third instar larva in 1400 cc kinshi bag.
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Wild D. g. grandis. Left individual with abraded mandibles from chev
Left two 80 mm. Right 70 mm. Laos. Dried specimens prov ided by Jason Chen

ving on decayed wood for hiding.
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D. g. moriyai male. India
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Dorcus grandis is the largest
curvidens-like stag beetle. Males can top
90 mm and develop a very wide pronotum.
However, interestingly, this species is un-
able to develop its mandibles to the extent
that D. curvidens can; proportionally, this
species’ mandibles don’t get as long and
the denticles never point forward. For D. c.
binodulosus and D. c. hopei, individuals
as small as 60 mm begin to develop major

mandibles. But for a 60-mm D. grandis, the
placement of the denticles is before the mid-
points of the mandibles and the denticles in-

cline backwards. After the description of D.
grandis in 1926, some taxonomists reclas-
sify D. curvidens formosanus from Taiwan
as D. grandis formosanus. However, for-

mosanus is unable to achieve D. g. gran-

dis’ grandeur stature, with 82 mm being the
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The front edges of the pronotum of D. g. g. don’t
grow circular protrusion. Laos
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was given the name D. g. moriyai. This va-
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riety shocked the stag beetle community, as
it is on average 2 mm bigger than the nomi-
nate variety. The two varieties differ in that
the front edges of D. g. grandis’ pronotum
are concave whereas those of D. g. moriyai
are convex.

The only way to get big adults out of
D. g. g. and D. g. m. is with kinshi bottle.
Fermented substrate only produces 50-mm
adults at best. Even kinshi bottle cannot guar-

antee an 80-mm adult. D. grandis’ breeding

"SFA ERHEE RS £4 £ - ETFE < 50 mm = 2007 tank is setup like that of D. curvidens. In

D. g. moriyai female. India 3 :
jon’t recent years, many Japanese hobbyists place
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Eggs in hard decayed wood. Live specimens
provided by Dai Wei-yu
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Second instar larva in kinshi cup. Live specimen
provided by Dai Wei-yu
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First instar larva in kinshi cup. Live specimen

provided by Dai Wei-yu
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Pre-pupa in kinshi bottle. Live specimen provided
by Dai Wei-yu

lid-free kinshi bottles in D. grandis’ breed-
ing tanks for females to oviposit in. As pre-
viously mentioned, kinshi bottle is the only
way to get big adults out of D. grandis.
And the sooner larvae start eating kinshi,
the bigger they become. In the past, larvae
are not placed in kinshi bottles until they are
second instar. This was to prevent tiny first
instars from having to deal with the shock

caused by environment change. However,
if a female oviposits in a kinshi bottle, then
there is no issue of first instar larvae hav-
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to spot. 3. Stag beetle eggs are more delicate
than rhinoceros beetle eggs. Their hatching
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