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Imposing mandibles: Prosopocoilus/giraffa keisukei.  *
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P. g. giraffa.
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Of the 1400 known species of stag bee-
tles, Prosopocoilus giraffa is the longest.
Like Dynastes hercules, this species has an
extensive distribution. There are at least 9
subspecies. The northernmost variety is P. g.
giraffa from northeast India, Nepal, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam. It
is also the second largest of the subspecies,
capable of reaching 108 mm. P. g. nilgirien-
sis lives in southern India. These two are the
only continental varieties. All the rest are is-
landers. P. g. makitai is from the islands of
Mindoro and Luzon in the Philippines. P. g.
daisukei is from the islands of Negros and
Sibuyan in the Philippines. The remaining
five varieties are all from Indonesia. Starting
from the west is P. g. borobudor from Su-
matra, Java, and Bali. Next is P. g. keisukei
from the islands of Flores, Lombok, Sum-
bawa, and Tanahjampea. This is the longest
stag beetle in the world, capable of reach-
ing 118 mm in captivity. It is said that 120-
mm specimens have been observed in the
wild. On the eastern side is P. g. timorensis
from the islands of Timor and Wetar. P. g.
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HYEEFE - 116 mm

P. g. keisukei is currently the largest subspecies.
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P. g. makitai. Live specimen provided by Dai Wei-yu

nishiyamai lives on the island of Sulawesi.
Of the 9 subspecies, the most isolated is P.
g. nishikawai. 1t lives on a tiny island far
away from the rest, between Sulawesi and
the Philippines.

The breeding tank is set up like that
of D. antaeus. Like D. antaeus, in the re-
gion where the decayed wood meets the
substrate, females chew up the wood and
oviposits in the flakes produced. However,
some eggs are oviposited in solid decayed
wood. Each female is capable of ovipositing
up to 100 eggs. Egg duration 14-20 days. L1
lasts 14-20 days. L2 lasts 30-45 days. Larval
duration for females is roughly 6 months.
Females eclose around the same time. Lar-
val duration for males is 10-18 months. The
discrepancy between males and females is
probably to prevent inbreeding. However,
in captivity, siblings have the chance to
inbreed, as adults can live up to two years
(though mostly one year); male larvae from
a female’s first batch of eggs could mate with
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Egg in middle decayed wood.

female larvae from the female’s last batch
of eggs. However, inbreeding is not recom-
mended unless there is a shortage of adults
or the siblings are of a very special lineage
(i.e. giant strain, special color morph, etc.).
30-gram larvae become adults over 90 mm.
40-gram larvae become adults over 100 mm.
A 48-gram larva became a 107-mm adult.
Pre-pupa and pupa duration for males is 30-
45 days each. The larger the male, the longer
the duration. Pre-pupa and pupa duration for
females is roughly 30 days each. After eclo-
sion, females stay inactive for about 60 days
and males 90 days. Larvae can be reared
with either kinshi bottle or fermented de-
cayed wood flakes with great result. Mature
L3 male larvae should be kept in containers
at least 13 cm wide, or lack of space could
lead to pupation/eclosion failure. If rearing
them in standard 1400 cc kinshi tubes, the
tubes can be positioned horizontally.

[t is important that males are not given

any opportunity to attack females. Some
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Newly hatched larva.
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Third instar larva. P. g. giraffa pupa ready to elose.

"B - 19:46 " HE G A 2003/07/31 00:46
Spreading wings. Ready to lift mandibles.

7 HOZE = 2003/08/01 22:03
Color deepens.
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Crawling out of pupal cell. P. g. makitai.

P. g. nishiyamai.
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Pupa of P. confucius.
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Outstanding captive-bred P. g. giraffa.
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P. confucius is a close relative of P. giraffa and
bred the same way.

males attack females when spooked or fe-
males refuse to mate. Their giant mandibles
easily injure or kill females. To prevent this,
the male’s mandibles can be temporarily
cuffed with wire-embedded plastic strips.
This practice does not prevent males from
feeding. The male can be removed from
the breeding container after mating is con-
firmed. If no mating is observed, keep the
male in the breeding tank for a week. How-
ever, it is not recommended to keep a male
in the breeding tank for any longer period.
Otherwise, its life may be shortened as it
constantly courts and chases after the fe-
male. When the mandible tie is removed,
the male may temporarily lose control of his
mandibles. But mobility returns after a few
weeks at most.
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Female P. g. g.




