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Of all the Prosopocoilus stag beetles,
my favorite is P. inclinatus, which was de-
scribed in 1857. Most stag beetles have flat
mandibles when viewed from the side. But
P. inclinatus and related species have beau-
tifully curved mandibles whether viewed
from the top or side. It takes honest work to
get major males out of these species. These
beetles are found only in Asia’s easternmost
archipelagos from Korea down to Taiwan.
There are five species: P. inclinatus, P.
hachijoensis, P. dissimilis, P. pseudodis-
similis, and P. motschulskii. Of the five, P.
inclinatus and P. dissimilis have the curvi-
est mandibles. P. motschulskii is from Tai-
wan and the southernmost species. Because
many populations exist on islands, there are
many subspecies. P. inclinatus has four
and P. dissimilis has six. As these beetles
are from low to medium elevation, they are
somewhat tolerant of heat, but should not be
exposed to temperature over 30°C.
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Broad front legs duwmd rm dmgmﬂ Pictured is
female P. motschulskii.

Prosopocoilus inclinatus
s

Females of these five species have a
thick body and specialized front legs for
digging and hind legs for packing substrate.
These beetles make the best use of the en-
vironment. They oviposit in middle de-
cayed wood as well as flake soil. Even tiny
fragments of decayed wood are breeding
ground. Please refer to the previous chapter
for breeding tank setup. It is possible to get
females to oviposit in a tank with only flake
soil, but they tend to prefer substrate with
decayed logs. Females are capable of ovi-
positing 50 eggs, but most oviposit 20-30
eggs. For P. motschulskii, egg duration is
14-21 days. Both fermented decayed wood
flakes and kinshi bottles can be used to
rear larvae. Larval duration is 4-10 months
(about one fifth of larvae eclose five months
after hatching, and they are all small to me-
dium males). L1 lasts about 30 days. L2
lasts about 45 days. Pre-pupa period is 14-

30 mm ° 2007
Fgmalu have specialized hind legs for com-
pressing substrate. Picture is P. motschulskii.
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Larval duration of P. motschulskii is highly vari-
able. Pictured are brothers. Yet one is pupa, three
are pre-pupae, and three are still feeding.

30 days. Pupa period is 20-30 days. New
adults stay inactive for 1-12 months. Most
new adults become active between May and
July. Once active, adults live 3-10 months.

The four species from Japan have a
longer life cycle as they experience colder
winter. It takes them about two years to com-
plete the life cycle. Egg duration is 14-21
days. Both fermented decayed wood flakes
and kinshi bottles can be used to rear larvae.
Female larval duration is 8-10 months. Most
females pupate in April and eclose in May.
Male larva duration is 10-12 months. Most
males pupate in June and eclose in July. The
vast majority of new adults stay inactive in
their pupal cell until the following July to
August. However, a few become active and
reproduce one month after eclosion. Once
active, adults live 3-5 months.
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