Dorcus curvidens and the Basic Stag Beetle
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Dorcus curvidens jormosanus
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grandis type D. c. formosanus. As you can see, the
front edges of the pronotum do not have a circular
protrusion.
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Thl\ indiv Idlel is bL|I(.\Ld to be the first Ld[)lne—
bred D. c. formosanus over 80 mm. Live specimen
provided by Takao Suzuki h

5569 mm (urudens
LR
1997

Left is 72-mm D. c. binodulosus. Right is 69-
mm curvidens type D. c. formosanus. Notice for-
mosanus has curvier mandibles with denticles
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Shortest. Greatest curvature. Denticles closest to the base. Denticles

of individuals above 70 mm usually incline forward. Denticles of in-

dividuals under 60 mm point to each other.
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The vertical length at the middle of the head is shorter than the vertical
length at the middle of the pronotum.
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Each front edge with or without circular protrusion.
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Females of Various Subspecies
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= - " D. c. curvidens female.

Conspicuous
vertical stripes.

7 BRI E21ERS © 48 mm - 2007 7 BRI &SR ° 46 mm ° 2007
D. c. formosanus female. D. c. hopei female.
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69 mm

t 1LHAKRHE & - 64 mm ° 1997 2. HA K 72 mm 3. A WA &
D. c. binodulosus. D. c. binodulosus. D. c. formosanus.
418 f 62 mm 5. HAKH £ 6.8 A K #H 64 mm

D. c. curvidens. D. c. bmodulmus l) ¢. binodulosus.
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Ideal keeping tank. Pictured is D. c. hopei.
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Like rhinoceros beetles, stag beetle
adults are also very easy to keep. If there is
no intention to breed them, only space, food,
humidity, and grasping surfaces are needed.
Because most stag beetles are territorial, in-
dividuals of the same sex should not be kept
together. Once they fight, usually at least
one beetle is wounded. The dimensions of
each container should have a length that is
at least three times, a width that is at least
two times, and a height that is at least two
times the length of the beetle it is going to
house. If keeping a male and female together
in one container, the container should have a
length that is at least three times, a width that
is at least two times, and a height that is the
same as the total length of the two beetles.
If the container is too small, even beetles
of the opposite sex may attack each other.
Moist paper towel is a great substrate that
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le U EEE * curvidens KN L B BAE G K can provide both humidity and grasping sur-

s =0 - 2RSS IRFTEHRESL8a faces. As far as food goes, apple, cantaloupe,
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25 o (EEE R Y A (B B are all great choices. Fruit slices should be
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pt els from sucking away all the juice. Replace
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decayed wood flakes
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jelly stand, jelly
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fermented decayed wood flakes dried leaves wood for perching
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We now go into the breeding of D.
curvidens. Is this species easy to culture?
As far as egg laying goes, this species is ca-
pable of ovipositing up to 60 eggs. As far as
larvae go, like all stag beetle larvae, keeping
them alive is easy, but rearing them to giant
adults takes hard work.

Let’s begin with oviposition. Before
a female can do so, she needs to acquire
enough nutrients. Although fruit juice can
keep a female alive, it lacks animal protein.
Compared to female rhinoceros beetles,
female stag beetles need animal protein
to produce large quantities of eggs. While
wild-caught females may already have ac-
quired it by killing and feeding on other in-
sects, captive-reared females will need to be
fed animal protein. In Japan, many breeders
favor Allomyrina dichotoma pupae as the
source of animal protein. In fact, some en-
thusiasts in Japan raise A. dichotoma only
for this purpose. They either put them di-
rectly into breeding containers and let the
females kill the pupae on their own or freeze
and slice them. Some people find sacrificing
rhinoceros beetle pupae disturbing. Luckily,
an alternative exists. First, purchase some
live crickets and mealworms and freeze
them. Then defrost them and squeeze out
their guts. Mix the guts with fruit juice on
a small dish. Finally, offer the mix to the fe-
male. Before I knew about animal protein,
each captive-bred female produced no more
than five larvae per year. Now each female
produces at least fifteen larvae per year, with
some females producing more than twenty-
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five. In fact, animal protein is so crucial that
females will even kill small males or larvae
to obtain it.

Because D. curvidens belongs to the
first group, females need hard decayed wood
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Beetle JC“\ with animal protein specially formu-
lated for females.

to oviposit. D. curvidens females are rather
picky when ovipositing. They only oviposit
in large pieces of decayed wood. In all these
years of culturing, there has never been an
exception. Here in Taiwan, the easiest way
to obtain decayed wood is beetle specialty
shops. Decayed wood from the wild are not
as ideal. For one, they are home to an array
of organisms. Two, they may be loaded with
predatory invertebrates such as centipedes.
Decayed wood cannot be broken apart and
checked or they become useless to curvidens
females. Although it is possible to kill un-
wanted organisms via freezing, their corpses
rot inside the wood afterwards. Furthermore,
wild decayed wood may also harbor para-
sitic fungi which cannot be killed through
freezing. Mushroom farms are another great
way to obtain decayed wood. If wild de-
cayed wood is your only option, make sure

to freeze it for at least three days.




