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Anvl\ rhmmems bcctle larva. Golofa porteri

Although the larvae of rhinoceros,
stag, and flower beetles look alike in their
own category, each species has its own tem-
perament. For rhinoceros beetles, I have
never seen larvae more vicious than those of
Chalcosoma when taken out of their rear-
ing containers. If your touch the side of their
abdomen, they will attack without any hesi-
tation. If bitten by their powerful jaws, it is
hard not to bleed. Even if you move your
finger in time, larvae sometimes end up bit-
ing themselves. When a larva is punctured
by its own mandibles it bleeds profusely
in the beginning, but then clogging occurs
about five minutes later. However, larval
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skin does not regenerate like ours, so a per-
manent scab is formed until the next molt.
The best way to hold a larva is to have your
thumb on the dorsal side of the abdomen,
your middle and index fingers on the dorsal
side of the thorax, and pick up the larva in its
curled “C” position. This protects both the
hobbyist and larva. Allomyrina dichotoma
larvae are among the most docile. The rest
of rhinoceros beetle larvae have a tempera-

ment somewhere between Chalcosoma and

A. dichotoma.

As for stag beetles, | have never seen a
species that lunges at fingers when handled.
They bite only if the hobbyist sticks a fin-
ger into their mandibles or they accidentally
come across one. However, because the jaws
of stag beetle larvae are much sharper than
those of rhinoceros or flower beetle larvae,
their larvae should be handled with caution.
Interestingly, when handling a stag beetle
larva, what the hobbyist most needs to look
out for is the larva biting itself. Stag beetle
larvae have extremely sensitive mandibles.
They are very much like a mousetrap. The
moment anything touches them, even a
strand of hair, they shut with full force. Once
dug out, stag beetle larvae tend to curl into
a “C” shape. If the abdomen comes in touch
with the mandibles, disaster will happen.
What follows is hemolymph oozing out the
larva’s abdomen. Rhinoceros beetle larvae
seem much more intelligent in this respect.
When their abdomen comes in touch with
their mandibles, they only bite half way
through. When they realize what’s in their
mandibles they let go (however, I have seen

a case of a Xylotrupes gideon puncturing
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Viciousness of Larvae

itself). But stag beetle larvae bite all the way
through first. Whether or not a larva dies af-
ter its abdomen is slashed depends on how
bad the cut is. What’s for certain is, if it’s a
full-grown third instar larva, it will eclose
to become a smaller adult. My method to
counter this trait of stag beetle is covering
the larva with substrate once dug out. But
when covering it with substrate, do it quick-

ly. Slowly sprinkling it with substrate will
entice it to attack the substrate and it could
accidentally bite itself.
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Stag beetle larvae have exceptionally sharp
mandibles.

Other than a few Chalcosoma individ-
uals that craw on their dorsal side, rhinocer-
os and stag beetle larvae craw on their ven-
tral side. However, all flower beetle larvae
craw on their dorsal side. Normally speak-
ing, if you touch a flower beetle larva on the
ventral side when it craws, it will curl back
to attack your finger. But since most flower
beetle larvae are not very large in size, their
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61-gram Dorcus titanus palawanicus larva.

mandibles are not much of a hazard to the
finger. Goliathus larvae are the only excep-
tions. Although their larvae normally do not
attack, they can bite hard if agitated. Be-
cause these larvae are much bigger than the
average flower beetle larvae, they need to be
handled with caution.

Handle all larvae with care, whether
they bite or not. If a larva is frightened by
rough handling, it will pass large amounts
of excrement and lose weight, which takes
days to regain. Also, never hold a larva for
more than a few minutes or rising tempera-
ture too will cause it to pass large amounts
of excrement.

Larvae are extremely sensitive to vi-
bration. When doing a substrate change,
digging is not the preferred method to take
the larva out. Once a spoon goes into the
substrate, the larva starts to panic. When
the spoon gets close to the larva, it will turn
around and attack the spoon. If the larva
gets a good grip of the spoon, its mandibles
could chip. It could even end up biting itself.
The preferred method is to dump the entire
content out. When scooping a larva up with
a spoon, make sure it is done in one motion.
Do not do it in succession, or the larva may
attack the spoon. Also, try to keep your hand
steady once the larva is scooped up. If your
hand trembles, the larva may also attack the
spoon.
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