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Dynastes hyllus

My first encounter with this variety
goes back to the “Stone Age” of the beetle
culture. It was 1998 and only a handful of
people outside of Japan were rearing rhinoc-
eros beetles. And the beetles kept were lim-
ited to native species. That a simple click of
the mouse can have exotic species delivered
to the hobbyist’s doorstep was completely
unimaginable then. The biggest bottleneck
then was a lack of communication platform.
Hobbyists had no access to exotic species
or breeding accessories. Any rearing diffi-
culties must be overcome by oneself. As a
result, the beetle breeding culture could not
proliferate. But with the rise of the Internet
in 1995, things started to change. By 1997,
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D. hyllus. Mexico. May, 2004. Photo by Dr. Pas-
choal Grossi

most beetle enthusiasts had acquired enough
computer skills to make homepages. Once
beetle enthusiasts around the world got con-
nected, there was simply no stopping to the
beetle breeding culture. Through the Inter-
net, I met several beetle enthusiasts and one
of them was an entomologist who frequent-
ed Honduras. In the spring of 1998, I was
informed that a Honduran collecting trip had
been planned for the summer and I was in-
vited. I really wanted to go, but had already
planned a trip to Taiwan for the summer.
Very quickly, summer went by. I asked him
about his collecting trip. He said that the
highlight of the trip was the collection of the
biggest Dynastes hyllus he had ever seen.

He even gave it a title “King of hyllus.”
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Dynastes hyllus.
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Dynastes hyllus.

Back then I didn’t know D. hyllus so
[ asked what kind of beetle it was. He said
that it looked very much like D. granti but
larger. He reiterated that this specimen was
extraordinarily large. I decided to have a
look of it. So on the way to Tennessee, I
made a stopover in Los Angeles. T was full
of anticipation and expecting to see a giant
D. granti. However, when the beetle was
presented to me, I was a little disappointed.
It wasn’t a striking beetle. It was murky yel-
low, with a short and chubby thoracic horn.
It was a big beetle, but it took on the minor
form. It would’ve been much more impres-
sive had it had a long thoracic horn. That
was my first impression of D. hyllus.

By 1999, Japan had in culture pretty
much all the species in the Genus Dynas-
tes with the exceptions of D. hyllus and D.
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Dynastes hyllus.
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satanas. Suddenly, D. hyllus craze got ig-
nited. The first shipments of D. hyllus into
Japan came from Mexico. Those individu-
als looked very much like giant D. granti.
In 2000, D. hyllus price started to become
middle-class friendly. But it was not due to
the first arrivals having produced lots of off-
spring. It was because the Japanese had dis-
covered a new location with more stable D.
hyllus population than Mexico. It was Hon-
duras. However, D. hyllus from Mexico and
Honduras look somewhat different. Those
from Mexico have a longer thoracic horn.
Those from Honduras have a thoracic horn
more stout like that of D. tityus. Eventually,
D. hyllus from Honduras was renamed D.
maya by the Canadian entomologist Hardy
in 2003. Reclassification of D. hyllus didn’t
stop there. Two more varieties came about:

D. hyllus moroni and D. miyashitai. The
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D. hyllus. Mexico. May, 2004. Photo by Dr. Paschoal Grossi
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former has a characteristic dark pronotum.
The latter has the lightest tone of all D. hyl-
lus varieties. It very much looks like a giant
D. granti. The ventral side of this beetle is
also the hairiest of the varieties. However, it
is important to point out that the differences
between the varieties aren’t always distinct.
Overlapping of traits often occur. For ex-
ample, some individuals of D. maya have a
slightly longer thoracic horn or lighter tone.

Dynastes hyllus hyllus is found in cen-
tral Mexico. Distribution elevation is 1000-

1600 meters above sea level. D. h. moroni is
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Dynastes maya. Guatemala, Chiapas. Wild specimen. Dried specimen provided by Jason Chen
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D. maya. Guatemala, Alta Veracruz, San Cristobal. Wild specimen. June, 2002. Photos by Dr. Paschoal
Grossi
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Dynastes hyllus moroni. Mexico, Veracruz, Santiago Tuxtla, Cerro El Vigia. Wild specimen. 850 meters
above sea level. September, 1967. Photos by Dr. Miguel Angel Morén Rios
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vador, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Distribution
elevation is 500-600 meters. D. miyashitai is

D. hyllus eggs take about 30 days to
hatch. First instar lasts approximately 30
days. Second instar lasts 30-45 days. Larvae
can be fed either flake soil or fermented de-
cayed wood flakes. Larvae over 60 grams can -
BB A @ ST SR I RER become 80-mm-plus adults. Female larvae
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D. hyllus moroni.
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D. miyashitai. Mexico, Puebla. Wild specimen. August, 2005. Photos by Dr. Paschoal Grossi
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Dynastes miyashitai has the most ventral hair. Wild
specimen. Dried specimen provided by Jason

Chen
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D. hyllus larvae.

2006
. hyllus larva.
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D. hyllus pupa. Live specimen provided by
Wang Kun-tai
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D. hyllus eclosing.
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D. hyllus new adult.
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