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Dorcus curvidens
and the Basic Stag Beetle
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Japan has world’s most advanced stag
beetle breeding techniques. In fact, all of
my basic stag beetle knowledge came from
Japan. Since most of Japan’s techniques
came from studying Dorcus curvidens, this
book will start with this species. (Note: Dor-
cus curvidens formosanus is a protected
subspecies in Taiwan. It cannot be legally
kept in Taiwan.) Classification of Dorcus
curvidens is subject to debate. Four sets of
classification follow.
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Classification of stag beetles in this chapter has been much disputed by stag beetle
enthusiasts. What follows is the most traditional classification:
» Dorcus curvidens curvidens EHEXHIE S
* Dorcus curvidens hopei FRE AR SR &
H A AT &
us cui B A 2
LA [ lllnfﬂ ’ 4fu['n’ff’ one species, four subspecies

(it Dorcus grandis=:
After the description of Dorcus grandis, the following classification occurred:
e Dorcus curvidens curvidens 8} I/f’] /L:ﬂHfﬁé—}iJ
* Dorcus curvidens hopei ‘1'[9%] RTE B

i) evsrdonc hin J /‘_l'
¢ Dorcus curviaens ownoai /T K ﬂﬂf’/&:&{
* Dorcus grandis grandis ff( &R &
* Dorcus grandis formosanus 5B XHIE &

PA_E2{EFE two species

Some enthusiasts favor the following classification:

e Dorcus curvidens B PRI 55

1
7

* Dorcus hopei hopei Hh B R ST e

o)

* Dorcus hopei binodulosus H’T N If\’f/?w

e Dorcus grandis grandis

* Dorcus grandis formosanus

PA_E3{E%E three species

Some enthusiasts support the following classification:

* Dorcus curvidens B A HE i
* Dorcus grandis grandis (& A HF TR
e Dorcus grandis hopei HH R A ERE 2
e Dorcus grandis binodulosus H AKX &
* Dorcus grandis formosanus EE I &

DL _E21{E#E two species
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A\ ERIE—# 7 A BB ERES - fl20 - REFEU=[EEENSE - BRD. h.
hopeiRD. h. binodulosus/ME AR » BRI — & R [FHE - {E/2D. g. formosanustl X
AJEED. h. binodulosus#FEH A ETHRENHIRA » HEEWEF " EVE | HIEE -
HE R R R BRI - AT BB T curvidens KK £ 1 SE(ETE - b
BEHERA o BTN RS 8 curvidens KT 82125 BafE

Each set has advantages and disadvantages. For example, I favor the third set because D.
h. hopei and D. h. binodulosus are almost morphologically identical and therefore classified
as one species. However, D. g. formosanus and D. h. binodulosus can interbreed and pro-

duce fertile offspring. This book will adopt the first set of classification for simplicity’s sake.

HEKX#HA 2=

Dorcus curvidens binodulosus

L

70 mm ° 1995 - fEAFREF
Dried specimen provided by Jason Chen
v 67 mm ° 1997

<[

circular protrusion

£t Distribution : HZ Japan - ¥ Korea » JtHBd northern China

¢
‘ ] 7 iz Characteristics -

A 5H Mandibles— A S A Ui 8 FE Fl hopei— 1% /& in il i /MY - ASHEEBERKIZ S -
55 mmPA L& 58 KRB S8 BEAR S ~ 1) ﬁlJﬂtﬂ 50 mmPA @
SRSHREAZRAHE ~ NERTRH -
Smallest curvature along with D. c. hopei. Overall impression very
three-dimensional. Denticles of individuals above 55 mm incline for-
ward and are placed far away from the base. Denticles of individuals

below 50 mm point to each other.
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SHAR Head—BRES - RAT IS EEAD. c. hopei— i & TR lEH R MY - SR
RERBEHAIRERPREES -
smallest mid-front region along with D. ¢. hopei. The vertical length at the
middle of the head is considerably shorter than the vertical length at the
middle of the pronotum.

AITBE R Pronotum—FiT g1 R (IR 46 BT 2242 -

Each front edge has a circular protrusion.

REK#MAE

Dorcus curvidens hopei
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f=agsr] @ =1 Distribution : B H & southern China
777 7% Characteristics *
at the
at the K58 Mandibles— K ZE AR I 8 /)N o 204765 mmlA E{EB ASEE R FE2FE L
HE o U B, R - 60 mmPA N AFERAFEED. .

binodulosus TH[E] -
Smallest curvature. Denticles of some individuals above 65 mm de-

velop upwards, creating the “overlapping” effect. Rest identical to D.

c. binodulosus.

JEE Head— =R EED. c. binodulosustH[5] °
Identical to D. c. binodulosus.

HiIf9E 1R Pronotum— BT & HR A3 HIFT w45 Bl ZR#EY) -
Each front edge has a circular protrusion.

2 K i

Dorcus curvidens curvidens

T i /5 K& © 66 mm
1998

Left is curvidens from Vietnam and right is curvidens from Curvidens from Sikkim. Live speci-
Thailand. Dried specimens provided by Jason Chen men provided by Takao Suzuki
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/ éajrf:“*iu AT & = 72 mm - 2003 7 E[REE 38 2 K $6 8% - 77 mm - 2003
Curvidens from Myanmar. Curvidens from India.

@ /E Y Distribution : EJE India » 2B Thailand #FE Vietnam * E& Laos - fiif

Myanmar
@ 77 ¥t /5 FCharacteristics :
KZH Mandibles— K ZEK i1 B H hopeifllbinodulosust] 5 - KEEHHEEE - 70 mmLL

rfUﬁ‘“* E‘E?E;%iﬁﬂféu(’ "Fﬁ\r‘:f‘@flﬁE%‘ﬁ%EE?EEPJ:W'J%%B@
AFH = 60 mmDL T EBS SR A B A -

Curvature larger than that of hopei and binodulosus. Thin and slander.
Denticles of individuals above 70 mm incline forward and are placed far
away from the base. Longest mandibles of the subspecies. Denticles of
individuals below 60 mm point backwards.

BHES Head —SRH 1 A1 75 #1712 76 binodulosus Flhopeift IR » 75 1o B 5 25 B 85
& o FEFRARERIGERT A EE LT HERESE -

Mid-front region not as flat as that of binodulosus and hopei. Some individuals
slightly humped in this region. The vertical length at the middle of the head is
almost as long or as long as the vertical length at the middle of the pronotum.

RIBTE R Pronotum— RIS #R RE (I AT 3% BT 2289 -

Each front edge has a circular protrusion.

[t £% Female—D. c. curvidenst W 22 1R A 5539t - Eﬂiﬁﬂ%f@@?”%%%ﬁ@*%ﬁﬂ

Elytra with deeply embedded vertical stripes.




