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“body” in Greek. Put
“megasoma” means “giant body.”

“Soma” means
together,
There is perhaps no better name for this ge-
nus. Of all the giant rhinoceros beetles, the
heaviest four are all members of Megasoma,
namely M. actaeon, M. janus, M. mars,
and M. elephas. Male larvae of M. actae-

on reach 200 grams. Although Megasoma
beetles are mild-tempered, they have a lot of
strength. Once they get a hold of your arm,
it will take a while to get them off, and not
without leaving some minor scratches.

Being the giants they are, Megasoma
beetles require large amounts of food. They
are more sensitive to starvation than other
beetles. Once out of food, they anxiously
flap their wings about in the rearing contain-
er. If food is not given soon, death occurs.

M. janus has three subspecies.

Most commonly kept in captivity is M. j.
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Megasoma janus ramirezorum. 2005
M. elephas elephas. Thoracic horns de- M. e. occidentalis. Thoracic

velop forward.
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The Genus Megasoma
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horns develop horizon-
tally.

ramirezorum. It has metallic elytra. M. el-
ephas has four subspecies. Most commonly
kept are the nominate variety and M. e. oc-
cidentalis. The nominate variety has slanted

thoracic horns. M. e. occidentalis develops
horizontal thoracic horns.

While males of many species occasion-
ally kill their mate, this does not occur with
the Genus Megasoma. Although males do
occasionally attack females unwilling to
mate, they do not have the long thoracic
horn required to trap and crush the female.

Megasoma males have a unique trait,
and that is “spreading” their cephalic horn
during eclosion. This is not found in any
other rhinoceros beetles. When Megasoma
males first eclose, their cephalic horn is pe-
tite and curved inward. It takes a few days
for the cephalic horn to extend forward and
harden. As a result, do not mistaken a male
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Newly-eclosed M. mars.

pupa for a minor or a failed pupation. This
phenomenon is similar to Phalacrogna-

thus muelleri and Lamprima adolphinae
spreading mandibles during eclosion.

Culturing giant Megasoma requires a
lot of patience. Giant bodies take a long time
to make. Of the four giant Megasoma, M.

elephas has the shortest life cycle. Hatching
to eclosion takes 19 months at the soonest.
The average is 24 months. Some individuals

take up to 36 months. M. actaeon and M. ja-
nus have the longest life cycle. Hatching to
eclosion on average takes 36 months. Some
individuals take up to 4 years. This explains
why captive-reared M. actaeon adults are
especially pricey. Although giant Megaso-
ma take a long time to reach adulthood, their
larvae grow very quickly. It only takes M
Janus larvae 6 months to reach 100 grams.
M. actaeon and M. elephas take 8 months.

M. mars larvae become 150 grams in 14
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177 gram M. e. elephas larva.
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M. j. ramirezorum pupa. This individual
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The Genus Megasoma %

M. e. elephas lu\a

months. Egg duration for giant Megasoma
is 30-45 days. L1 stage lasts about 35 days.
L2 stage lasts 30-50 days. Pre-pupa period
about 90 days. Pupa period 40-60 days. Fe-
males oviposit up to 200 eggs. New adults
stay inactive for 30-60 days. Allow new
adults to feed for a month before breeding.
[f not mated, adults can live 6 months.

Excluding the lengthy larval period, gi-
ant Megasoma are actually great beginner
beetles, as they are rather tolerant of heat.
30°C does not kill them. However, the ideal
temperature range is 22-25°C.
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2002
M. actaeon pupa.

took four years to pupate!
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M. actaeon larva with enormous 21-mm head capsule.

It’s very difficult to predict how big of
an adult a larva will become by its weight.
This applies to giant Megasoma as well.
There was once a pair of M. elephas broth-
ers. They were reared in the same envi-
ronment (same substrate, space, humidity,
temperature). One had a maximum weight
of 130 grams. He became a 119-mm adult
with a long cephalic horn. The other had a
maximum weight of 146 grams. He became
a 111-mm adult with a short cephalic horn.




R I ——————————

c.

-

At 2 B e 7Y IR - H don’t take as long to develop. Egg duration is 1
E AT S B - /A E_L?Fﬂdéféﬂﬂj 20-30 days. L1 stage lasts about 40 days. .2 |

The Genus Megasoma %

TERAENESHSE A Of the four giant Megasoma, M.
d L' E—HREN - HE f‘L‘JﬁZ% & elephas is the only one with hair as
= fﬁl EHY) RS IR T EE Zf[{ =] adult. The hair is easily scratched off.
% - RELLF A FEEZ B3 :jﬁé ” Some hobbyists choose to freeze the
REZE Uk qa (LR A% EEE L éfZ fa adults while all the hair is still intact.
&« Bk IREE2EEHN )jh'(}"’[ . I Such practice is unnecessary as long as
AR mr AR o LT IR A2 AT DA e i
I

1. EEEENNABS BN L ABNEEHEKS ( (BRRNAZEE)

2. FEPRBE—RENEX - WETFEEANSENES SIS mE—
BYRERE - BB EARAES PRI RSREIT -

3. RERVZBENBDERN - BARERBEERISSEE -

4. DERTREMUIRERFEE - BRSNS EE S ESS o

1. Keep the adult in a spacious container bedded only with moist peat moss.

2. Make sure the perch is placed at the center of the terrarium. There must be
plenty of space between the perch and the sides of the terrarium to prevent the
beetle from being scratched by the terrarium wall.

3. Do not use food dishes with a rough edge.

4. Do not keep a pair together for an extended period of time as they may scratch
each other.

H R SR /N — g Interestingly, some of world’s smallest
EE R =] HL% 7L = LR e AT rhinoceros beetles also come from this genus.
BRI/ E B8 a5a RN R M. pachecoi of northwestern Mexico, M.
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Megasoma pachecoi~ EFEEf Yl latus of southern Arizona are the more fre-
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punctulatus - &ﬁﬁ*ﬁf’}%o-m mm ° F they are naturally pricier. Small Megasoma i

stage lasts 40-50 days. Total larval duration |
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Cilpll\&.-bltd M. punctulatus. Photo by Mc-
Monigle
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L3 Megasoma pachecoi. 35-gram larvae can become
adults over 60 mm.
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Megasoma thersites. Mexico

8-12 months. However, some individuals do take
up to two years to become adults. Pupal duration
40-50 days.

Megasoma larvae are not picky eaters. Both
flake soil and fermented decayed wood flakes can
be used to successfully rear them. Some hobby-
ists even mix used stag beetle substrate into their
feed.
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Megasoma pachecoi.




