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Iampuma aurata from Australia.
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Female L. aurata.

20 mm ° 2003

Blue L. aurata female.
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20 mm ° 2003

Red L. aurata female.

Phalacrognathus muelleri and stag
beetles in the Genus Lamprima are in a
category of their own. They possess neon
metallic shines found in no other groups
of stag beetles. They are also known as
“color stags.” Their pupae are also mor-
phologically unique in three ways. One,
whereas the head and legs of regular stag
beetle pupae point to the posterior, the
head and front legs of color stags point

to the anterior. Two, the sexual organ of
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male color stag pupae is shaped like a cork
screw. Three, whereas the mandibles of reg-

% ular stag beetles are fully formed by eclo-
7 sion, the mandibles of color stags enlarge
3 only after eclosion. Their mandibles are like
; the wings of butterflies. At the onset of eclo-
/i sion, they are small and tiny. They “spread”
only after blood is pumped into them.
P. muelleri is hardy, neither 10°C nor
30°C can kill them. However, larvae certain-
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-\lmost all stag beetle pupae have their heads
and legs pointing to the posterior. Pictured are
Dorcus curvidens binodulosus pupae.

Color Stags ﬁ
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33 mm

1998

The head and forelegs of Lamprima and Phalacro-
gnathus muelleri pupae point to the anterior. Their
male sexual organ is cork shaped.

l,ampunm adolphume pup‘u are yellow in the
beginning, but then moldy green starts to develop
on the pronotum. Do not mistaken the pupae for
being rotten.

Other than the Genus Lamprima and Phalacrogna-
thus muelleri, all stag beetles have their mandibles
fully formed by eclosion.

Y » 39 mm

After “spreading” the mandibles become long
and thick.
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Medlum rainbow stag beetle feeding on water-
melon juice. This is Taiwan's first rainbow stag
beetle.
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Female rainbow stag beetle feeding on water-
melon juice.

ly don’t grow well in such extreme tempera-
tures nor do females oviposit. The ideal tem-
perature range is 22-26°C. Male color stags
are docile. They can be kept with females.
However, to prevent exhaustion from con-
stant courtship, the male should be removed
from the tank after one week.

Because color stags are thick and round,
they do not oviposit in hard decayed wood.
The breeding tank is set up like that of D.
antaeus, but soft decayed wood is used in-
stead. The typical female chews up the inte-
rior of the wood and lays eggs in the flakes.
Some females oviposit directly in fermented
decayed wood flakes, but the flakes must
be fine in size. The best time to harvest P.
muelleri larvae is two months after the fe-
male was placed in the tank. Each harvest
yields about 30 larvae. The female should be
allowed to rest and feed for a week before
being placed in another breeding tank. Each
female can oviposit over 100 eggs.
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P muelleri eggs. Females like to chew the interior
of the decayed wood into flakes and oviposit in
the flakes
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Major P. muelleri.
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Third instar P. muelleri larva. P. muelleri and Lam-
prima larvae are characterized by narrow abdo-
men.

If a cool environment can be provided,
the most suitable substrate for P. muelleri
larvae is kinshi bottle. Not only do larvae
readily accept it, they also become extra ma-
jor adults over 6 cm. If a cool rearing envi-
ronment is not possible, the best substrate is
fermented decayed wood flakes. However,
adults produced don’t get as big.

Egg duration for P. muelleri is about
30 days. L1 lasts about 30 days. L2 lasts
about 45 days. Larval duration for females is
about 6 months and 8-11 months for males.
Larvae with a maximum weight of 20 grams
become adults over 60 mm. The pupa period
is about 30 days. New adults stay inactive
for about 30 days. They can be mated three
months after eclosion. Once active, adults
live 1-1.5 years.

The life cycle of Lamprima stag bee-
tles is about half that of P. muelleri. Larvae
are harvested one month after the female
was placed in the tank. Larval duration for
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Taiwan’s first rainbow stag beetle.
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At 10:30 "6H16H 20:00 - R TR, TE
June 16th at 20:00. The mandibles are finally
spread.

"At10:43 J6H248 23:00 - EEHH TR ) S ¢ 50 mm
June 24th at 23:00. The rainbow colors show.
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females is 2-4 months and 4-5 months for
males. The pre-pupa period is about 14 days.
The pupa period is 20-25 days. New adults
stay inactive for 15-20 days. They can be

"B (ENE) 8 &HT%E - 26 mm - 2002
Female pupa of L. adolphinae.
mated 30 days after eclosion. Once active,

adults live 3-6 months.
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Newly eclosed L. adolphinae female.
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Male L. adolphinae.
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