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Medium C. caucasus.

“Chalco” means “copper” in Greek.
“Soma” means “body.” Not surprisingly, the
beetles in the Genus Chalcosoma, which
are C. caucasus, C. atlas, and C. moellen-
kampi, exhibit strong copper luster ranging
from green to violet. These beetles grow
three majestic horns which are definitely not
for decoration. Chalcosoma beetles have
the strongest instinct to fight and will attack
anything that provokes them. Of the three, C.
caucasus is the largest, capable of exceed-
ing 130 mm. It lives in Thailand, Malaysia,
Java, and Sumatra. C. atlas can be found
in Thailand, India, Sumatra, Sulawesi, the
Philippines, and Borneo. C. moellenkampi
lives in Borneo. The three species are con-
sidered common and as a result not pricy.
This makes them good beginner beetles.

C. caucasus has been recently renamed

C. chiron. This is because C. caucasus was
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C. caucasus from Sumatra.
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published in 1801. But the same beetle had

been described under the name C. chiron as
early as 1789.

Morphologically, C. ¢. has a promi-
nent denticle at the mid section of the ce-
phalic horn. C. a. has one or two rows of
saw-shaped protrusions near the tip of the
cephalic horn, but these protrusions become
a pair of prominent denticles in minor speci-
mens. C. m.’s thoracic horns curve down-
ward where as those of C. ¢. and C. a. curve
sideward.

Handling Chalcosoma beetles is not
recommended. They have large and sharp
claws capable of scratching and slicing.
Some may even attack the hand with their
powerful horns. The area between the prono-
tum and the abdomen must not be touched or
a piece of flesh on the finger will be pinched
off. Males are extremely easily provoked and
mating should be done with caution to pre-
vent females from being decapitated. Please
refer to the chapter Dynastes hercules for
safe mating procedures.

Chalcosoma beetles are found in
mountainous regions over 1000 meters
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above sea level. The ideal temperature range
is 22-26°C. Temperature should not exceed
28°C. Each female oviposits 30-60 eggs,
although some individuals oviposit over
100 eggs. Egg duration is about 30 days.
Fermented decayed wood flakes is recom-
mended for the larvae. L1 stage lasts about
30 days. L2 stage lasts 45-60 days. A piece
of middle decayed wood can be buried in the
substrate for the larva to chew on.

Larvae can be kept together, though

Full grown male C. caucasus l‘ll\d Chalcosoma larvae are vicious. lt not handled Laretull\ your mwel will

bleed.
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Chalcosoma larvae often craw on their back.
Pictured is C. caucasus.

The Genus Chalcosoma ‘
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Chalcosoma larvae are especially aggressive.
Pictured is early L3 C. caucasus.

not recommended. The reason is that larvae
craw frantically after each substrate change.
During this time, communal larvae are likely
to run into each other. Docile species don’t
harm each other. But aggressive Chalco-
soma larvae are likely to lunge at and hurt
each other. I have seen one larva with three
legs chopped off and two larvae that bled
to death. When larvae are not disturbed and
one larva notices the presence of another, it
turns around and moves away. But it would
be impossible to not frighten any larvae in
captivity because substrate change is a nec-
essary procedure. As a result, the safest way
is keep Chalcosoma larvae individually.

Larval duration for males is 12-18
months and 10-16 months for females. Pre-
pupa period is 45-60 days. Pupa period is 55-
90 days. The larger an individual, the longer.
New adults stay inactive for about 60 days.
C. atlas with a maximum larval weight of
55 grams may become a major male. C.

caucasus needs at least 90 grams to become
major. Once active, adults live 4-5 months,
although some may live as long as 8 months
and some as short as a few weeks.
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Female C. caucasus pupa. C. atlas pupa. Photo by Willy Chang

C. atlas pupa ready to eclose. Photo by Willy
Chang
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The Triceratops Beetle Phileurus

truncatus is a member of the family Scara-

baeidae (Dung beetles, Chafers, Rutelines,

etc.), subfamily Dynastinae (Rhinoceros

Ll N

beetles). This is a large, peculiar, carnivo-

rous Scarab. The habitat of P. truncatus ex-

IH=H : © 40 mm ° 2006 , 3
tends throughout much of North America: l’hllunm truncatus. Photo by McMonigle

parts of Canada, Mexico and all of the US.
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Objectives:

I. To determine the requirements for all life stages of the Triceratops Beetle.

(\]

. To rear larvae from captive laid eggs to adulthood, mate captive reared adults, and
produce viable offspring. The purpose of this goal is to show repeatability. For many
insects it can be easy to collect eggs from wild-caught females but far more difficult

to collect viable eggs from captive reared animals.

(U8

. To share culture and life cycle information with hobbyists and coleopterists.

185




